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Abstract. The purpose of this application, under Article 23.9.5 of the Code, is to

conserve the specific name of the heteropod Atlanta lesueurii Souleyet, 1852

(atlantidae), originally published as a primary homonym of the pteropod Atlanta

lesueurii d'Orbigny, 1836 (currently Linmcina lesueurii). Both names are in use and

have not been considered congeneric since the 19th century. It is proposed to

conserve the name Atlanta lesueurii Souleyet, 1852 by ruling that the name is not

invalid by reason of its being a junior primary homonym.
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1. The genus Atlanta was described with two included species by Lesueur (1817.

p. 390). The type species is A. peronii Lesueur, 1817 (p. 390), a holoplanktonic

gastropod of the family atlantidae Rang, 1829 (superfamily pterotracheoidea

Rafinesque, 1814 (= Heteropoda Lamarck, 1812) (Bouchet & Rocroi, 2005, pp. 88,

251).

2. The species Atlanta lesueurii d'Orbigny, 1836 is currently assigned to the genus

Limacina Bosc, 1817 (junior synonym Spiratella Blainville, 1817, see Janssen & Zorn,

2001, p. 148) (Thecosomata, limacinidae). Boas (1886, p. 46) was the first to transfer

Atlanta lesueurii to the genus Limacina, followed by almost all later authors, although

some used the synonymous name Spiratella (compare van der Spoel, 1967, p. 52).

3. Ever since its introduction, Atlanta lesueurii Souleyet, 1852 has been considered

to belong to the genus Atlanta [e.g. Tesch, 1906, p. 8; van der Spoel, 1976, p. 143 (and

many references therein); Richter, 1986, p. 21; Seapy, 1990, p. 118]. Souleyet (1852.

p. 380, footnote) gave the following explanation for his choice of the name lesueurii:

'L'espece que M. d'Orbigny a designee sous ce nom specifique appartient au genre

Spiriale et ne doit pas etre conservee, par consequent, dans le genre Atlante'. This,

however, does not change the status of A. lesueurii Souleyet, 1852 as a primary

homonym of ^. fei/ei/r// d'Orbigny, 1836.
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4. Both names, Atlanta lesueurii d'Orbigny. 1836 (currently Limacina Jesuewii) and

Atlanta lesueurii Souleyet, 1852, have been in common use for over a hundred years,

and the latter has never been referred to another generic name (van der Spoel, 1976,

p. 143). Introducing a replacement name for the well-known name Atlanta lesueurii

Souleyet, 1852 offers nothing but loss of information and confusion. This application

for the conservation of prevailing usage is submitted in the interest of stability and in

accordance with Article 23.9.5 of the Code (names not considered congeneric after

1899).

5. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly

asked:

(1) to use its plenary power to rule that the specific name Atlanta lesueurii

Souleyet, 1852 is not invalid by reason of its being a junior primary homonym
oi Atlanta lesueurii d'Oxhigny, 1836;

(2) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the following names:

(a) lesueurii Souleyet, 1852, as published in the binomen Atlanta lesueurii with

the endorsement that it is not invalid by reason of its being a junior primary

homonym of Atlanta lesueurii d'Orbigny, 1836;

(b) lesueurii d'Orbigny, 1836, as published in the binomen Atlanta lesueurii.

References

Blainville, Ducrotay, H.M. de. 1817. Clio (Malacoz.). Dictionnaire des Sciences naturelles. 9:

404^07.
Boas, J.E.V. 1886. Spolia Atlantica. Bidrag til Pteropodernes. Morfologi og Systematik samt

til Kundskaben om deres geografiske Udbredelse. Videnskabernes Selskabs Skrifter, 6te

Raekke (naturxidenskabelig og malhematisk Afdeling), 4(1): 1-231.

Bouchet, P. & Rocroi, J.-P. 2005. Classiiication and nomenclator of gastropod families.

Ma/tfco/ogM. 47(1-2): 1-397.

Bosc, L.A.G. 1817. Limacine. Nouveau Dictionnaire d'Histoire natwelle, 18: 42.

Janssen, A.W. & Zorn, I. 2001. Notes on the systematics, morphology and biostratigraphy of

fossil holoplanktonic Mollusca, II. Limacina Bosc, 1817: precedence over Spiraiella

Blainville. 1817 (Mollusca, Gastropoda: Euthecosomata. Basteria, 65: 147-149.

Lamarck, J.B.P. de. 1812. Extrcdt dii Cows de Zoologie du Museumd'Histoire Naturelle. sur les

Animaux sans vertebres: presentant la distribution et la classification de ces Animaux. les

caracteres des principales divisions, et une simple lisle des genres. 127 pp. D'Hautel, Paris.

Lesueur, J.A. 1817. Memoire sur deux nouveaux genres de mollusques, Atlante et Atlas.

Journal de Physique, de Cliimie, d'Histoire Naturelle et des Arts. 85: 390-393.

Orbigny, A. d'. 1836. Voyage dans lAmerique meridionale . . ., vol. 5(3). Mollusques.

pp. 49-184. Bertrand. Paris.

Rafinesque, C.S. 1814. Precis de decouvertes et travaux somiologiques de Mr. C.S. Rafinesque-

Sclimat entre 1800 et 1814. 76 pp. Palermo.

Rang, S. 1= P.C.A.L.]. 1 829. Manuel de I'liistoire naturelle des mollusques et de lews coquilles,

ayant pour base de classification celle de M. le Baron Cuvier. i-vi, 1-390 pp. Roret, Paris.

Richter, G. 1986. Zur Kenntnis der Gattung Atlanta. 2. Atlanta lesuewi Souleyet und Atlanta

oligogvra Tesch (Prosobranchia: Heteropoda). Archiv fiir Molluskenkunde. 117(1-3):
19-31"

Seapy, R.R. 1990. The pelagic family Atlantidae (Gastropoda: Heteropoda) from Hawaiian
waters: a faunistic survey. Malacologia, 32(1): 107-130.

Souleyet, F.L.A. in Eydoux, F. & Souleyet, F.L.A. 1852. Voyage autour du monde .... 2. A. 664

pp. Bertrand. Paris.

Spoel, S. van der. 1967. Euthecosomata, a group with remarkable developmental stages

(Gastropoda, Pteropoda). 375 pp. J. Noorduijn. Gorinchem.



226 Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 64(4) December 2007

Spoel, S. van der. 1976. Pseudothecosomata, Gymnosomata and Heteropoda (Gastropoda).

484 pp. Bohn, Scheltema & Holkema, Utrecht.

Tesch, J.J. 1906. Heteropoda der Siboga expeditie. Uitkomsten op zoologisch. hotanisch,

oceanographisch en geologisch gebied verzameld in Nederlandsch Oosi-Indie 1 899-1900 aan

boord van H.M. Siboga onder commando van Luitenant ter zee le kl. G. Tvdeman. 51:

1-112.

Acknowledgement of receipt of this publication was published in BZN 64: 2.

Coinments on this case are invited for publication (subject to editing) in the Bulletin; they

should be sent to the Executive Secretary, I.C.Z.N., c/o Natural History Museum. Cromwell

Road, London SW75BD, U.K. (e-mail: iczn@nhm.ac.uk).


